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Tours



About Tours

ÈA modern enterprising city with a prestigious past 
(The Loire Valley and its Châteaux)

ÈThe Capital of the Touraine area, where the river 
Loire - listed as UNESCO World Heritage - flows

ÈHome to Rabelais, Leonardo da Vinci, Descartes, 
LhglZk]* <ZesZ\É

ÈA city with more than 150 historical landmarks

ÈA city renowned worldwide for its cuisine, its wines 
and art de vivre

ÈA city with an intense cultural life
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Èa city and district of over 300,000 inhabitants 
(about 140,000 in Tours itself) 

ÈLess than an hour from Paris by TGV (fast train)

È1hr 40 min. from Roissy -Charles de Gaulle 
International Airport by TGV

ÈRegional airport with European connections

ÈA network of 36,000 companies, mainly small - and
medium -size businesses

ÈMore than 100,000 jobs, mainly in the service 
sector

ÈA great variety of sports and outdoor facilities



Welcome 
to François -Rabelais 

University, Tours



Getting to know 
our University



ÈCreation of François -Rabelais University in 1970 

ÈA public, state -funded institution certified by the Ministry of 

Higher Education and Research

ÈA multidisciplinary university fully involved in the European 

Higher Education Scheme  

ÈOver 20,000 students in 2009, including 14,000 taking 

the first 3 -year degree ( licence), 5,000 enrolled in a 
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È4,300 students in Health courses

È2,700 international students (about 12% of total student 

population)

È8,000 degrees issued per year

È1,300 faculty staff 

ÈAbout 50 research laboratories

È800 administrative, technical and documentation staff

ÈA yearly consolidated budget of 150 million euros

A few facts :



Our various 
locations:



Our courses 
and programs



7 Teaching and Research Units (UFR) :

ÈArts and Human Sciences (3,400 students)

ÈHumanities and Languages (2,300 students)

ÈCenter for Renaissance Studies (110 students)

ÈLaw, Economics and Social Sciences (3,900students)

ÈScience and Technology (2,300 students)

ÈSchool of Medicine (3,600 students)

ÈPharmaceutical Sciences (1,100 students)

Our schools and faculties

2 Institutes of Technology (IUT) :
ÈTours (1,900 students)

ÈBlois (500 students)

A College of Engineering  (École Polytechnique 

Universitaire) (800 students)

A university centre of French studies for foreign 
students (CUEFEE) (385 students)



Implementation of the European 
Credit Transfer System (ECTS), 
which contributes to the 
harmonization of degrees in Europe, 
facilitating and promoting 
international student mobility .

The European Degree System

L M aster Doctorate

6 semesters =180 
ECTS

4 semesters = 120 ECTS

icence



Licence :
The licence hk <Z\a^ehkÄl ]^`k^^ \hfikbl^l 1 
years of studies (L1, L2, L3).

It is granted at the end of 6 semesters of 
studies (180 European credits) that combine 
theoretical, methodological, vocational and 
cross -disciplinary courses.

The licence grants access to vocational 
or research masters. 

The vocational L3, or licence professionnelle , 
is aimed at students wishing to enter the job 
market at the end of their degree.

L1 L3L2

2 semesters = 60 ECTS 2 semesters = 60 ECTS 2 semesters = 60 ECTS



Students may enter the job market :

Èeither at the end of the second year of their Technical 
Degree (DUT), i.e. 4 semesters (120 ECTS), in the 
following departments :

Institutes of Technology

ÈBiological Engineering 
ÈElectrical Engineering and Industrial Computing 
ÈTelecommunication and Network Engineering
ÈInstrumentation and Measurement 
ÈMaterial Science and Engineering 
ÈCommunication Services and Networks
ÈSocial Careers 
ÈBusiness and Administration Management 
ÈInformation and Communication 
ÈMarketing Techniques 
ÈMarketing Techniques applied to processed foodstuffs



Èor, at the end of their vocational Licence , i.e. 6 
semesters (180 ECTS), in the following fields :

ÈWine Merchandising
ÈImport/Export Manager
ÈIndustrial Cosmetology
ÈCommunication Activities and Techniques
ÈAnalogical Electronics and Micro -electronics
ÈContinuous Improvement of Industrial Production,

Management and Services
ÈMethods and Techniques in Sensory Analysis
ÈMarketing, New Information and

Communication Technologies
ÈInformation System Quality and Security
ÈManagement of a Specialized Catering Unit.



1. SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

È Earth Science

È Matter Science

È Pure and Applied Mathematics 

È Life Sciences

È Computer Science

: 4 main research fieldsLicence



2. HUMANITIES AND LANGUAGES 

È Performing Arts

È Classics

È French Literature

È Linguistics 

È Foreign languages, literatures and           

civilizations : English, German, Italian, Spanish

È Law and Languages

È Applied Foreign Languages 



3. LAW, ECONOMICS 
AND 
MANAGEMENT

È Law

È Public Services 

È Economic and Social Management

È Economics 

È Management Science



4. ARTS, HUMAN AND 
SOCIAL 
SCIENCES

È History and Archeology

È Sociology

È Psychology

È Geography

È Art history

È Philosophy

È Music and Musicology



M1
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A top -level European degree much sought after by 
companies and professionals.

It comprises 4 semesters of either vocational or 
research courses and can lead to a Ph.D program

M aster

M2



M aster : 6 main research fields

1. LIFE AND HEALTH SCIENCES

È Evolutionary and Integrative Biology, 

immunology and infection

È Physiology, Health -oriented Technologies 

and Neurosciences

È Biotechnology and law



2. SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

È Computer Science

È Mathematics

È Physics

È Materials

È Electronics, Signals and Micro -systems

È Geo-hydro Systems and their 

Environment



3. LAW AND ECONOMICS

È Town and Country Public Management

È International and European law

È Corporate lawyer

È Health law

È Biotechnology and law

È Law

È Economics



4. ARTS, HUMANITIES, 
LANGUAGES 
AND CIVILIZATIONS

È English-speaking Worlds

È Iberian and Latin -American Worlds

È Linguistics and Social Issues

È Arts and Humanities

È Music and Musicology

È National and Compared Literatures

È Renaissance Studies



5. HUMAN AND SOCIAL 
SCIENCES

È History

È Social Sciences : Urban & Rural Territories  

È Psychology, Cognition & Development

È Education and Training



6. MANAGEMENT SCIENCE 
AND BUSINESS MANAGEMENT

È Management and Organization

È Management and Markets

È Business Management

È Management Science



ÈComputer Science

ÈIndustrial Engineering 
(Mechanics and Electronics)

ÈUrban and Regional Planning

Engineering courses

There are 3 Engineering courses at the 
Ecole Polytechnique Universitaire (EPU) 
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specialties :



Programs in English
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One-semester programs

ÈComputer Science

ÈMechanics & Systems Design

One-year programs

ÈBusiness Intelligence

ÈHuman Ressources & Strategy

ÈUrban & Regional Planning



Research



È13 teams working with the National Center 
for Scientific Research (CNRS)

È7 teams working with the National Institute 
of Health and Medical Research ( Inserm )

È2 teams working with the National 
Institute of Agronomic Research ( INRA)

È1 team working with the Atomic Energy 
Commission ( CEA)

È26 teams approved by the Ministry of 
Higher Education and Research

49 Research teams



Centers of Excellence

ü In Health Science
¸ Imagery and Neurosciences
ÅMain topics: neurotransmission, affective disorders, autism, 

ultrasonic characterization and piezoelectricity, etc. 

¸ Nutrition, Growth and Cancer 
ÅHow lipid nutrients delay the occurrence of some diseases

¸ GICC (Genetic, Immunotherapy, Chemistry and 
Cancer)
ÅMain objective: the development and optimization of more 

selective drugs for inherited and acquired genetic disorders



ü In Ecology and Biology of Reproduction

¸ IRBI (Research Institute of Biology of Insects)

ÅMain topics: mechanisms of reproduction, chemical and 

molecular ecology, genomes and parasitic strategy

¸ Physiology of Reproduction and Behavior

ÅMain topics: health of animal, biology of animal reproduction 

for a high level quality production


